Maneuvers Instruction Sheet, Top Gun Film©
This film was made to be shown by a Top Gun Instructor after a clarification talk. The following text is designed to accomplish this end. The protocol for the class was adapted from air craft anti collision techniques, thus the name Top Gun.
The danger of the personal watercraft comes from three areas. First, the rapid acceleration to a high speed, second, loss of Steering when power is removed and third, abrupt turns within traffic on a strait course.  

When performing all maneuvers you must WATCH FOR OTHER TRAFFIC and obstacles. This is accomplished with the use of your mirrors and eyes. When running make a 45 degree turn to turn and look behind you before a 90 degree turn or “J” turn. Forty five degrees is from you 12 O’clock (strait ahead) to your two O’clock. This allows you to see traffic behind you. Pilots say “watch you six”, which is your six O’clock, directly behind you. This is because while you are performing the maneuver, the rider behind you, not knowing of your rapid course change can run into you from behind. 

When you first place the boat in the water run it to a safe area and hold the throttle down to run as fast as you can then release the throttle. With the throttle released, turn the handle bars left and right. Note how far the watercraft runs in a strait line after you have eliminated thrust. You will go almost two hundred feet in a strait line. This demonstrates the unique steering of the vessel. YOU MUST HAVE POWER ON TO TURN FROM DANGER. 

Two maneuvers that you must learn and practice is the 90 DEGREE TURN, with the use of the throttle, from a 12 O’clock to a 3 O’clock course change. This is used when you are surprised with either someone or something in front of you to avoid collision.

The “J” TURN is the fastest way to stop a watercraft on the water. With full power applied you turn 180 Degrees, from your 12 to your 6 O’clock position. You will need to learn to lean into the turn then release power when you have completed the turn. Make sure you LOOK FOR TRAFFIC before performing this maneuver, using the CLEARING TURN to insure no one is behind you that will run into you while you are “dead in the water”
Whenever another boat crosses in front of you, while passing, TURN BEHIND HIM. This prevents the other rider from doing an “S” maneuver back into your strait course.
When approaching another watercraft from strait in front of you (your 12 O’clock) make a course change of 45 degrees for a few seconds then resume you strait course. He could perform a maneuver in front of you and this will give you separation from him. 
